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investigations of Paul and Kronig have shown furthermore
that the addition of organic salts diminishes the germicidal
power of phenol solutions less than the addition of inor-
ganic salts, and that phenol solutions which contain
. sodium salts disinfect more strongly than those which con-
tain potassium salts.
An interesting field for the pharmacologist is also
opened here.*
B.   THE FIELD OF PHARMACOLOGY.
Dreser f deserves the credit of being the first to utilise
the fruits of physical chemistry hi his studies on the phar-
macology of mercury.
As is known to you, compounds of mercury are poison-
ous for the animal economy. Whether compounds are
used that contain, besides the mercury, the Cl ion, the
NO3 ion, or any other ion, this poisonous action is always
found. From this fact it has been concluded that the toxic
effects of mercury salts are attributable to that which all
these solutions have in common, namely, the mercury ion.
From this it follows that of two solutions containing the
same amount of mercury in solution, that one is the more
poisonous which is dissociated the more strongly, for, as the
degree of dissociation of the dissolved substance becomes
greater, the number of free mercury ions present in a given
volume of the solution becomes correspondingly greater.
The truth of this assumption has been variously confirmed
by the experiments of Dreser, J and it can now be said with
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